The Russian Mobilization
an order mobilizing all his forces, to take effect on
July 30th.
To understand Sazonov's action we must take note
of the visit of the German ambassador, who called upon
him between seven and eight o'clock in the evening of
July 29th.(9) It followed upon various conversations
which had taken place on the same day between the
Russian Minister and the diplomatic representatives of
Germany and Austria.
The German ambassador, Pourtales., had already twice
informed Sazonov that Russian mobilization against
Austria would, in view of the obligations of the alliance,
involve German intervention. But while Sazonov and the
Austrian ambassador, Szapary, were calmly discussing
the situation a telephone message suddenly advised the
Russian Minister of the bombardment of Belgrade by
Austrian monitors. "His manner," the Austrian ambas-
sador reported, "suddenly changed"; "if you take such
action," he said, "of what use are further conversations?"
Szapary stated that he left Sazonov in a state of "extreme
agitation."
It was at this moment that Pourtales paid a further
call. He was charged by his Government to draw Sazonov's
"most serious attention to the fact that if Russian mobili-
zation continued^ Germany would be forced to mobilize
also, and that such action would make it almost impossible
to prevent the outbreak of European war."
In his report on this visit, Pourtales remarked upon
the great emotion which his communication aroused in
Sazonov. The fact was that Sazonov's last hopes were
foundering, as he himself put it,(io) he no longer had
"the least straw" to which to cling. And his anxiety lest
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